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o Objectives
o Comprehensive Addiction Recovery Act (CARA)

• Requirements, Definitions, Plan of Safe Care
• Screening Expectations

o New Intake Functionality
o Changes to Record Disposition
o New Family Assessment Functionality
o Future Enhancements

Agenda



o Compliance with the Comprehensive Addiction and 
Recovery Act (CARA)
• NCANDS data collection and Reporting
• Service Provision
• Plan of Safe Care

o Documentation of Substance Abuse concerns 
throughout the life of the case

o Ability to provide requested data to various state and 
local community partners

Objectives



o Short project timeline to meet compliance 
deadlines

o Planned revisions to the CAPMIS assessment 
tools based on recommendation from the 
evaluation

o Phased implementation

Challenges



o The Secretary of Health & Human Services is required to gather data.
o Each state is required to apply policies and procedures to address infants 

affected by all substance abuse.
• Ohio Administrative Code Chapter 5101:2-36 – Screening & Investigation

o Requires the following data to be reported to the National Child Abuse and 
Neglect Data System (NCANDS):
• The number of infants identified as being affected by substance abuse, 

withdrawal symptoms resulting from prenatal drug exposure or Fetal 
Alcohol Spectrum Disorder

• The number of infants for whom a Plan of Safe Care was developed
• The number of infants for whom referrals were made for appropriate 

services – including services for the affected family or caregiver

CARA Requirements



o Definitions within CARA:

• Infant:  A child under the age of 12 months

• Substance Exposed: A child under the age of 12 months 
who has been subjected to legal or illegal substance 
abuse while in utero.

• Substance Affected: A child under the age of 12 months 
who has any detectable physical, developmental, 
cognitive, or emotional delay or harm which is associated 
with a parent, guardian, or custodian’s abuse of a legal or 
illegal substance; excluding the use of a substance by the 
parent, guardian, or custodian as prescribed.

CARA Definitions



A Plan of Safe Care is an arrangement that addresses the immediate safety of the
affected infant, the treatment needs of the infant, and the health and substance use
disorder treatment needs of the affected family or caregiver. The plan is developed
with the parents or other caregivers, as well as the collaborating professional
partners and agencies involved in caring for the infant and family.

Information to be gathered to ensure adequate Plan of Safe Care is in place:
o Hospital or medical facility where the infant is being treated
o Treating physician, nurse, social worker, etc.
o Toxicology results and symptoms 
o Medical intervention to treat withdrawal symptoms
o Medical information on the infant (current diagnosis, prescription medication, 

therapies or treatment)
o Health and substance use history of the mother, father, caregiver(s) (their 

diagnosis, prescribed medications, AOD treatment provider(s), treatment plan, 
and contact information for these collaterals)

o Treatment plan at discharge for the infant, mother and/or caregiver(s)

Plan of Safe Care



PCSAs are required to collect the following information on all 
referrals involving an infant who has been identified as being 
substance exposed:

Ensure a Plan of Safe Care has been established.
Ensure the Plan of Safe Care addresses the safety needs of the 

infant.
Ensure the Plan of Safe Care addresses the health and 

substance use disorder treatment needs of the affected family 
or caregiver(s).

NOTE: The referral should be screened in for investigation if 
the above information is not available or not met.

Screening Expectations



o Current fields for documenting substance abuse 
concerns are consolidated on the Basic tab

o When substance abuse concerns are identified 
by the referent, Screener will record information 
for each participant on a new Substance Use tab
• Identify participant(s) reportedly abusing substances, 

and specify the drug(s)
• Identify infants under 12 months exposed to 

substances and/or affected by substance abuse, with 
details including the specific substance(s)

Intake Enhancements



o New CARA badge to display in the Intake header and on 
the Decision confirmation page when the information 
recorded indicates CARA applies

o Decision Comments are now required for ALL Screened Out 
Intakes when the reason for screening out is either:

• No allegations of child abuse/neglect
• Does not meet agency criteria for service

o When decision is to Screen Out a CARA Intake for either of 
the above reasons, Screening Decision Maker (SDM) must 
answer an additional question about the plan of safe care, 
with a link to information about CARA requirements
• Prompts display on the screen depending on whether or not 

there is an adequate plan of safe care

Intake Enhancements



Basic Tab

Intake Enhancements



Substance Use Tab

Intake Enhancements



Participant Substance Use Information Page- Infant
Intake Enhancements



Participant Substance Use Information Page- Infant (Continued)
Intake Enhancements



Participant Substance Use Information Page- Child/Adult
Intake Enhancements



Decision Tab
Intake Enhancements



QUESTIONS?

Intake Enhancements



o New Multi-select Substances Field on the 
Disposition Details page
• Applicable to the Harm Description(s) for the Allegation 
• Required when any Substance-Related Harm Description 

has been selected
• Selected substances display with the Allegation Details on 

the Disposition Information page for easy reference

Disposition Enhancements



Disposition Details Page

Disposition Enhancements



Disposition Information Page
Disposition Enhancements



QUESTIONS?

Disposition Enhancements



o New Substance Use tab
• Pulls Substance Use information forward from the linked 

Intake(s) as applicable
• When Substance Use Concerns are present, specific 

information will be documented for each participant
• Whether or not there are current substance-related concerns for 

each person
• Specific substance(s) of concern documented via confirmation of 

Person Characteristics
• Confirmation of verified prescription for substances infant was 

exposed to/affected by
• Checkboxes to document types of service referrals for CARA

Family Assessment Enhancements



Substance Use Tab
Family Assessment Enhancements



Family Assessment Participant Details- Infant
Family Assessment Enhancements



Family Assessment Participant Details- Infant (Continued)
Family Assessment Enhancements



Family Assessment Participant Details- Child/Adult
Family Assessment Enhancements



QUESTIONS?

Family Assessment Enhancements



o SACWIS Build 3.17 (Summer 2018)
o Substance Use tab

• Specialized Assessment/Investigation
• Ongoing Case Assessment

o Initial Removal Record
• Multi-select Substance(s) field will display and be required 

when a substance related Initial Removal Reason is selected
o Case Closure

• In any Ongoing or AR Ongoing case, if information on the 
Substance Use tab in any Family/Ongoing/Specialized 
Assessment within the case episode includes a substance 
affected/exposed infant, a message on the case closure page 
will prompt the user to ensure the case closure summary 
describes how the CARA requirements have been met

Future Enhancements



oDeanna.Herold@jfs.ohio.gov
oMichele.Lidle@jfs.ohio.gov
oMelissa.Palmer@jfs.ohio.gov

oJFS SACWIS_HELP_DESK
• 1-800-686-1580 Option 3 then 5
• SACWIS_HELP_DESK@jfs.ohio.gov

Contacts


